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Hello, and thank you for tuning in. My name is Carmen Myers-Reed, and I am a Management and Program Analyst with the Office of Innovation and Entrepreneurship here at EDA.  I’m here today talk about OIE’s flagship program, Build to Scale, and to answer some of the most common questions that we have been receiving.  



 Eligibility Information
 Co-applicants, Contractors and Sub-awardees
 Application Materials and Submission Process 
 FAQ and Additional Resources

Topics To Be Covered
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Today, I will cover the first half of the Frequently Asked Questions, which we have posted to our website. I will start by reviewing some basic eligibility information, including basic entities that are eligible and information for previous Build to Scale grantees.  Then I will talk a bit about the difference between co-applicants, contractors, and sub-awardees, to help you determine how you should structure your program and its partners. I will then talk about the basic application materials and how you will submit your application. Finally, I’ll point you in direction of our FAQ and some additional resources, and tell you how to get into contact with us, should you have additional questions. 



Who is Eligible to apply for Build to 
Scale funding?
 A State;
 An Indian tribe;
 A city or other political subdivision of a State;
 An entity whose application is supported by a State or a political  

subdivision of a State and that is
a nonprofit organization,
an institution of higher education,
a public-private partnership*,
a science or research park,
a Federal laboratory*,
a venture development organization*,
an economic development organization*; or

 A consortium of the above
* These types of entities can have complex eligibility determinations, so we 
encourage you to reach out to EDA early if your applicant organization is 
organized in one of these ways.
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Presentation Notes
So, we’ll start out today by talking about some basics about who is eligible for this challenge.  (Click) In general, the entities listed on this slide are eligible for this funding. That means that if your organization is classified as a state, Indian tribe, city or other political subdivision of a state (such as a county), you are eligible to apply for this funding. In addition, the following entities are also eligible to apply, as long as they are able to show that their application is supported by the state or political subdivision of a state that would benefit from the project. These entities are:  a nonprofit organization, institution of higher education, public-private partnership, science or research park, federal laboratory, venture development organization, and economic development organization.  Keep in mind that the entities marked with an asterisk such as a federal laboratory and a venture development organization can have complex eligibility determinations, so we recommend that you reach out to EDA early if your applicant organization is organized in one of these ways. Finally, a consortium of the eligible entities that I just mentioned could also apply for funding.  



 No, but to be eligible as a nonprofit organization, the organization 
must provide information that the organization is:

In order to apply as a non-profit 
organization, must I be legally organized 
as a 501(c)(3)?

Operated primarily for scientific, educational, service, 
charitable, or similar purposes in the public interest

Not organized primarily for profit

Uses its net proceeds to maintain, improve, or expand 
operations of the organization
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Now lets dive in a little bit more into some eligibility requirements.  A question we get frequently is this one:  In order to apply as a non-profit, must my organization be legally organized as a 501c3?  (Click) In general, no, other classifications of non-profits may apply, but there are some additional stipulations to determine eligibility.  That is, the organization must provide information to show that the organization is (Click) operated primarily for scientific, educational, service, charitable, or similar purposes in the public interest, not organized primarily for profit, and uses its net proceeds to maintain, improve, or expand operations of the organization. EDA asks that non-profit organizations who are not classified as 501c3 but would like to apply for this program provide documentation that confirms adherence to the three requirements listed on this slide.  



 Generally, no, organizations cannot apply for the same challenge (or one of its 
predecessors) as the currently active grant. A grant is considered active if the 
scope of work will not be completed by November 1, 2022.

Are previous B2S or Regional Innovation 
Strategies (RIS) Program grantees with 
active grants eligible for the FY 22 Build 
to Scale program?

Active Capital Challenge 
or Seed Fund 

Support Award?

Not eligible for 
FY ‘22 Capital 

Challenge

Active Venture, 
Industry or i6 

Challenge award?

Not eligible for 
FY ‘22 Venture 

Challenge
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Now, let’s talk a bit about previous recipients of Build to Scale and its predecessors.  Are previous B2S or Regional Innovation Strategies program grantees with active grants eligible for the FY 2022 Build to Scale program? The answer to this is generally, no, organizations cannot apply for the same challenge (or one of its predecessors) as the currently active grant. Keep in mind that our definition of an active grant is one that has a scope of work that has not been completed by November 1, 2022 – the anticipated start date for this year’s grants. What this means is that (click) If you have an active capital challenge or seed fund support award, your organization is not eligible to apply for the FY 22 capital challenge. If you have an active venture, industry, or i6 challenge award, your organization is not eligible to apply for this year’s venture challenge.  Organizations can apply for the other challenge (venture or capital) that differs from the challenge under which they have a current active grant. If you are a current grantee and have questions about whether you will be eligible to apply, please reach out to us at oie@eda.gov. 



 Yes, and the process of registration can take weeks.  If you are 
not yet registered, start the process ASAP. We will not accept late 
submissions due to SAM registration delays. 

Does my organization need to be 
registered on SAM.gov to apply?

What about Grants.gov?

 In order to apply for Build to Scale, you must be registered on 
Grants.gov. If you have issues with registration, contact the 
Grants.gov help desk. 
https://gditshared.servicenowservices.com/hhs_grants
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In order to apply for this program, does my organization need to be registered on SAM.gov? The answer to this question is yes, as this is a requirement to applying on grants.gov. Applicants must also have an active SAM registration if selected for award.  Please note that the process of registration for SAM.gov can take weeks, so if you have not yet registered, or if you need to renew your registration, start the process as soon as possible.  OIE will not accept late submissions due to SAM registration delays. What about Grants.gov? Does my organization need to register there, as well?  Yes, because all applications must be received through grants.gov, you will have to register there to create a workspace. As with SAM.gov, we will not accept late submissions due to issues experienced with Grants.gov, so we recommend that you register – and apply – early.  If you have any issues with grants.gov, either registration or submission, you will need to contact the Grants.gov help desk, which is linked on this slide.  Make sure that you document these issues and your attempts to resolve, and make sure that you follow any additional steps recommended by the help desk. EDA generally does not accept late submissions due to issues with Grants.gov, unless there is a documented system issue outside of the applicant’s control. 

https://gditshared.servicenowservices.com/hhs_grants


 DUNS Number has been replaced by the UEI
 UEI is required in Grants.gov for each application
 You must have a UEI to apply for B2S
 Additional guidance on the implications of this transition on 

submitting grant applications is provided here: 
https://www.grants.gov/forms/planned-uei-updates.html.

What is a Unique Entity Identifier 
(UEI), and do I need one to apply?
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Speaking of items needed to apply, let’s talk briefly about another one.  What is a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI), and do I need one to apply?  The Unique Entity Identifier has replaced the DUNS number, which was previously required to apply for Federal grants. The UEI Is now required in grants.gov for each application. Therefore, you must have a UEI to apply for Build to Scale.  For additional guidance on this transition and its implication on submitting grant applications, please visit the link on this slide. 

https://www.grants.gov/forms/planned-uei-updates.html


 Yes, you can apply as co-applicants if two or more entities 
will be managing and implementing the scope of work of an 
award. EDA asks that you designate a lead fiscal agent, if 
you choose to apply with co-applicants.

Are co-applicants allowed?

What documentation is required for co-
applicants?
 Co-applicants should submit the same forms that the primary 
applicant must submit and should indicate on the SF-424 that there 
are multiple applicants. See Section D.2 and Appendix B of the 
NOFO for specific application requirements. 
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We have gotten some questions about co-applicants, so we wanted to quickly define co-applicants by answering a couple of questions about them. First, are co-applicants allowed? Yes, co-applicants are allowed. If you are applying with a co-applicant or co-applicants, that means that two or more entities will be managing and implementing the scope of work of an award. In this case, EDA asks that you designate a lead fiscal agent, but this does not have to happen at the time of application.  What documentation is required for co-applicants? Co-applicants should submit the same forms as the primary applicant and should indicate on the SF-424 that there are multiple applicants. These additional documents, which include the SF-424, CD-511, SF-LLL, and, if applicable, organizational documentation, should be uploaded as additional attachments to a single application in Grants.gov. See section D.2 and appendix B of the NOFO for a checklist of the complete application requirements. 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=339481


 Sub-awardees, as with contractors, carry out a portion of project 
activities on behalf of the applicant or co-applicant(s). Sub-awardees 
must be eligible entities under the B2S NOFO.

What is the difference between a contractor and 
co-applicant?

What is the difference between a sub-awardee and 
a co-applicant?

 Co-applicants jointly manage the scope of work of an award, whereas 
contractors provide goods and services for the applicant’s or co-
applicants’ use in performing the scope of work of an award
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Now that we have talked about what a co-applicant is and whether this type of partnership is allowed, let’s talk about some other types of project partners that you may have, and how to categorize them.  What is the difference between a contractor and a co-applicant?  As we discussed on the previous slide, co-applicants jointly manage the scope of work of an award, whereas contractors provide goods or services for the applicant’s or co-applicant’s use in performing the scope of work of an award.  Contractors are still important project partners, but they are not as involved in the overall management of the award and in making sure that the scope of work is accomplished. What is the difference between a sub-awardee and a co-applicant?  Subawardees, like contractors, carry out a portion of the project activities on behalf of the applicant or co-applicant.  Please note that sub-awardees must be eligible entities under the Build to Scale NOFO, meaning, they were one of the entities listed on the slide of eligible entities. 



 Yes, generally applicants are limited to submitting one application 
per challenge, unless they are applying as part of a separate 
consortium or group of entities (such as a public-private 
partnership). In general, applications are limited to one per 
distinct applicant per challenge. 

Are applicants limited to submitting 
one application per challenge?
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Moving on to talk about the application and submission process:  Are applicants limited to submitting one application per challenge?  Yes, in general, applicants can only submit one application per challenge, unless they a applying as part of a separate consortium or group of entities.  In general, applications are limited to one per distinct applicant per challenge.  An applicant could submit seperate applications to both challenges under this NOFO.  



EDA will only accept applications submitted through Grants.gov.  
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=339481

In the case of issues with submission, you should contact the Grants.gov 
help desk and document the process. EDA will generally not accept late 
submissions due to applicant challenges with Grants.gov.  

GRANTS.GOV
1-800-518-4726 (U.S.)

1-606-545-5035 (International)
support@grants.gov

How do I submit my application, and 
what should I do in case of issues with 
submission?
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How do I submit my application, and what should I do if I have issues with submission?  EDA will only accept applications submitted through Grants.gov.  Please visit the link on this slide to view the application package and apply through grants.gov.  (Click) Please note that, in the case of issues with you submission, you should contact that Grants.gov help desk and document the process. As we said on a previous slide, EDA will generally not accept late submissions due to challenges that the applicant has with Grants.gov.  The help desk for Grants.gov is a separate entity from EDA, and EDA cannot assist with Grants.gov issues.  The contact information for this help desk is listed on this slide. 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=339481
https://grants.gov/
mailto:support@grants.gov


 EDA will publish a second FAQ webinar in the coming weeks, focusing 
on funding and budget, the application review process, and award 
notification. Please submit questions to be covered by May 20.

 EDA will continuously update the materials on our website, including the 
FAQ, throughout the application process, based on questions received.

https://eda.gov/oie/buildtoscale/

 Questions?  Email us at oie@eda.gov. 

Next Steps
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EDA plans to publish a second FAQ webinar, which will focus on funding and budget, the application review process, and award notification.  If you would like to submit questions to be answered in this webinar, please submit these questions no later than May 20.  EDA also plans to continuously update the materials on our website, including the FAQ. We will do this throughout the application process, based on the questions that we receive.  Please visit our website eda.gov/oie/buildtoscale regularly to view these updates. As always, please send any technical questions to oie@eda.gov.  Thank you for tuning in for this webinar, and please let us know if you have additional questions. Thank you for your interest in the Build to Scale program. 

https://eda.gov/oie/buildtoscale/
mailto:oie@eda.gov
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