
	
POWER	2016	FEDERAL	FUNDING	OPPORTUNITY:	OVERVIEW	

 
This document summarizes a Federal Funding Opportunity (“POWER 2016”) that makes competitive 
funding available under the Partnerships for Opportunity and Workforce and Economic Revitalization 
(POWER) Initiative, which is a coordinated, multi-agency effort to align and invest federal economic and 
workforce development resources in communities and regions negatively impacted by changes in the coal 
economy. 
 
Available Funding 
 
EDA is making $19.6 Million available for POWER 2016 grants under the agency’s EAA 
program as announced in the FY16 EDAP FFO.  
 $15 Million in FY16 Assistance to Coal Communities Appropriations 
 $4.6 Million in Unobligated Balance, FY15 Assistance to Coal Communities  

 
ARC is making $45 Million available for POWER 2016 grants under the Appalachian Area 
Development Program, authorized by the Appalachian Regional Development Act (ARDA) of 
1965, as amended. 
 $50 Million in FY16 Appropriations  

 
The complete funding announcement is available online at the following link: 
http://eda.gov/power/power2016funds. 
 
POWER Objectives 
 
The primary objectives of POWER 2016 grants are to invest in economic and workforce 
development projects and activities that will produce any one or any combination of the 
following outcomes: 
 

 Economic Diversification – Diversify the commercial and industrial bases of local and 
regional economies;  

 Job Creation – Create jobs in new and/or existing industries;  
 Capital Investment – Attract new sources of job-creating investment (both public and 

private); and  
 Workforce Development and Reemployment Opportunities – Provide a range of 

workforce services and skills training, including paid work-based learning opportunities, 
resulting in industry-recognized credentials for high-quality, in-demand jobs. 

 
Eligible Communities/Regions 
 
Eligible POWER 2016 projects must be located within and targeted to communities or regions 
that have been impacted, or can reasonably demonstrate that they will be impacted, by  
 

 coal mining employment loss, and/or  
 coal power plant employment loss, and/or  
 employment loss in the supply chain industries of either.  
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Complete applications for a POWER 2016 grant must provide appropriate third-party economic 
and demographic statistics for the applicable community or region in order to document the 
extent to which contractions in the coal economy have negatively impacted the community or 
region.  
 
Eligible Applicants 
 

Eligible Applicants: EDA EDAP Eligible Applicants: ARC 
1. District Organization;  
2. Indian Tribe or a consortium of Indian 

Tribes;  
3. State, county, city, or other political 

subdivision of a State, including a special 
purpose unit of a State or local government 
engaged in economic or infrastructure 
development activities, or a consortium of 
political subdivisions;  

4. Institution of higher education or a 
consortium of institutions of higher 
education;  

5. Public or private non-profit organization or 
association acting in cooperation with 
officials of a political subdivision of a State1. 

1.Local Development Districts;  
2.Indian Tribe or a consortium of Indian 

Tribes;  
3.State, county, city, or other political 

subdivision of a State, including a special 
purpose unit of a State or local 
government engaged in economic or 
infrastructure development activities, or a 
consortium of political subdivisions; or  

4.Institution of higher education or a 
consortium of institutions of higher 
education;  

5.Public or private non-profit organization 
or association. 

 
POWER 2016 Applications 
There are no submission deadlines under POWER 2016. Pre-applications/proposals (and any 
subsequent complete applications) are accepted and reviewed on an ongoing basis and until such 
time as program funds are no longer available. 
 
POWER 2016 grants will be awarded through a two-phase process: 
 

 Phase 1, Project Pre-Application/Proposal: In order to be considered for a POWER 2016 
award, applicants must first submit a project pre-application/proposal for review and 
consideration. Applicants are asked to submit POWER 2016 project pre-
applications/proposals electronically via the POWER Initiative Pre-Application/Proposal 
Portal available online at the following link: http://power.arc.gov. Program staff from 
EDA and ARC will review POWER 2016 pre-applications/proposals according to each 
agency’s respective enabling statutes, policies and procedures. Additional guidance 
pertaining to the pre-application/proposal preparation and submission procedures is 
provided below.  

 Phase 2, Complete Project Applications: Upon the completion of their respective 
pre-application/proposal review and consideration processes, EDA and ARC program 
staff will determine which pre-application/proposals warrant a request for a complete 
application. 

                                                            
1 See section 3 of PWEDA (42 U.S.C. § 3122) and 13 C.F.R. § 300.3. 


